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TO THE 


WORTHY INHABITANTS 


OF THE 


PARISH OF HAMPSTEAD, 


THIS DISCOURSE 


(WITH A DESIGN OF PROMOTING 
MODERATION OF JUDGMENT 


WITH RESPECT TO PUBLIC MEN 
AND PUBLIC MEASURES) 


IS HUMBLY INSCRIBED 


BY | — 
THEIR FAITHFUL AND 


OBLIGED HUMBLE SERVANT, 


F. HUMPHREYS. 


JEREMIAH, CAT. xLVII. VER. 6. 


O thou ſword of the Lord, how long will it be ere thou be 
guiet * Put up thyſelf into thy ſcabbard, reſt, and be fill. 


HE chapter from whence the words now read to 
\ you, are taken, treats of the deſtruction of the 


Philiſtines, which, according to Grotius, came to paſs in 
the days of Pharaoh Necho, king of Egypt“; and 
though through the ſpirit of prophecy it was declared, 
that their fate was irreverſible, and their end certain; 
yet the prophet ſeems to ſympathize, in expreſſions of 
the greateſt tenderneſs and humanity, for their un- 
happy and deplorable ſituation 

_. * Critic Sacra, 
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O thou ford of the Lord, how long will it be ere thou be 
quiet? Put up thyſelf into thy ſcubbard, reft, and be till 


From the remoteſt times of antiquity, it has been the 
general practice of Chriſtian ſtates, to appoint national 
humiliation for national calamities. For that Being 


who is mighty to ſave, is beſt able to turn the hearts of 


the diſobedient to the wiſdom of the juſt, and to be- 
ſtow the much wiſhed- for bleſſing of peace. He is the 
only Being that can ſo order the ungovernable affec- 
tions of men, as to make them of one mind; there- 


fore the duty of humiliation is very becoming perſons 
who acknowledge the providence of God, and more | 


eſpecially neceſſary, when they conſider themſelves as 
actual tranſgreſſors of the perfect law of righteonſue/s. 


Human nature is generally right in its apprehenſions 
of future evils. from its experience of what is paſt; 
and of all the calamities which can affect the human 


race, ſurely war is one of the ſoreſt. How often does 
it bereave the tender mother of her beloved child! and 


takes away the affectionate father from his dependent 
family! How are commerce and trade turned out of 


their 
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their accuſtomed channel and diſtreſſed ! and wealth, 


the grand ſource of all, much diminiſhed if not ex- 
Hauſted ? What miſeries and devaſtations does it not pro- 


duce, by turning well-built towns into deſolate heaps, 
and richly cultivated fields into a wilderneſs ? Since 
ſuch is the nature of a ſtate of war (however juſtly 
entered into) it is reaſonable for men to apply for aſſiſt- 

ance, to relieve them from ſuch ſevere calamities. For 
as the diſpenſations of providence are of various kinds, 
ſo have they a tendency to raiſe in men's minds, a pro- 
per ſenſe of God's juſtice and mercy in his government 
of the world. Theſe are ſentiments which cannot be 
ſeparated from the right belief of a Chriſtian, nor can 
they at any time with more propriety be expreſſed by 
us, than on the preſent ſolemn occaſion. 


It happens however, to our great aſtoniſhment, that 
what has a viſible tendency to what is good, has been 
reprobated in the ſevereſt terms. Expreſſions, in the pro- 
clamation of the Faſt, were loudly complained of: It 
was ſaid, (but I truſt it proceeded more from intem- 
perate zeal, than deſigned as the cool reflections of a 
ſober mind) that the purpoſes of religion were to be inverted, 
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for we were to go to church in a moſt impious manner, to accuſe 
our American brethren of being deluded into acts of (treaſon by 
ſpecious falſehoods. The very ſervice in which we are now 
(1 hope) uſefully employed, was declared to be bp 
mous; and that we were converting the houſe of God into the 
Tabernacle of Satan. To give a formal anſwer to this 
weight of accuſation againſt public authority, would 
lead us from the preſent purpoſe. One general remark 
ſhall ſerve, and that with reſpect to the impious manner 
in which we are deſcribed to aſſemble ourſelves on this 
ſerious occaſion. It would have been an unparalleled 
piece of hypocriſy and diſſimulation, for men to im- 
plore the forgiveneſs of God for their many fins and 
tranſgreſſions, and at the ſame time were conſcious of 
committing /n in the very ac they were performing. 


To this unfavourable (and I may fay, moſt cruel ſup- 
poſition) may we all with one heart and one mouth ſay, 
God forbid ®. 
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* The ſeveral expreſſions above quoted, appeared in all the public papers, as 
part of a ſpeech of the celebrated Mr. Burke. On the preſumption of that 
authority, the author has ventured to bring them again into notice, They 
afford us a melancholy proof, that a blind attachment to men, and not to mea- 


ſures, 
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The- candid and truly devout perſon will eaſily ſee, 
that the ſervice of this day 1s drawn up' with a dif- 
Ferent ſpirit, and intended for far better purpoſes ; and 
the idea of the prophet ſeems to be the ſenſe, and 
cloaths the language of that compolition, O thou feword 
of the Lord, how long will it be ere thou be quiet? Put up 
thyſelf into thy ſeabbard, reli, and be fill. 


As we have little reaſon to preſume on any account, 
that God ſhould be partial to our ſtate and nation above 
any other; or that our meaſures and actions have been ſo 
perfectly juſt and prudent, as to admit of no kind of 
blame or error, will not too ſanguinely be maintained, 
even by the moſt zealous: So have we all imaginable 
reaſon, to humble ourſelves before God, that we may, 


fures, is ſufficient to make perſons of the moſt ſplendid parts and admired 

abilities, condemn at one time, what they would on other occaſions approve and 
applaud—if not embarraſſed with ſuch partial affections. To corroborate 
this obſervation, we need not take an earlier date than from the adminiftration 

of Sir Robert Walpole, to the preſent times. There have been a ſet of men 
who have ever been in a ſtudied courſe of oppoſition to every plan that has 
originated from government, or hath born any relation to it. Whether the 
modern ſet of patriots are to be placed among thoſe ancient heroes of mock 
patriotiſm, muſt be left to the diſcuſſion of the curious. 


if 
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if poſſible, retrieve his bleſſings, and obtain a decifion 
favourable to our common good and general intereſt, 
in the concluſion of this great event of which we are 
now in ſome expectation. 


In the further proſecution of the ſubje& under con- 
fideration, I apprehend, it will not be improper to lay 
before you the principal objects of this day's ſolemnity, 
which ſhall be divided under theſe two heads. 


The Firſt is, To ſupplicate Almighty God, that he 
- would inſtil into the minds of our American brethren, 
and who are now in actual rebellion againſt their 
country, a due ſenſe of the enormity of their conduct. 


The Second is, That it is highly incantbent upon 
us, who wiſh and defire the bleſſing of peace, to de- 


mean ourſelves, both in our religious. and civil capa- 
cities, after fo exemplary a manner, as in ſome meaſure 
to deſerve ſo diſtinguiſhed a favour. 


To return to the firſt object of our inquiry, it will 
be neceſſary, (though it be an unwelcome taſk) to take 
a curſory view of the origin and progreſs of that un- 

happy 
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happy diſpute which has cauſed ſo much contention 
in this kingdom, and ſo much diſtreſs in America. 


The principal reaſon which has been | given as a pri- 
mary cauſe of theſe violent commotions, was the lay- 
ing on of public duties or taxes, in America, which they 
have looked upon as violations of the natural rights of 
mankind, and as ſo many encroachments upon private 
property; but how government is to ſubſiſt without 
them, or in what manner liberty and ſecurity, which 
are the genuine fruits of it, could be preſerved inde- 
pendently of them, is difficult to ſay ; and if they have 
lately increaſed upon us, to any extraordinary degree, 
ſuch an increaſe is not to be charged on the legiſla- 
tive body, but on the enemies to our conſtitution and 
government, whoſe violent proceedings have created 
the neceſſity of ſuch additional expences. 


To put the matter in as fair a light as poſſible, it | 
would ſeem to be a very reaſonable requiſition, that 
any country or kingdom, which has been ſupported 
and protected by any neighbouring country, ſhould, 
when it was able, ſhew ſome marks of gratitude, by 

| making 
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making ſome certain compenſations for the favours 
which had been conferred upon them. This is per- 
fectly agreeable to every idea of natural juſtice. In 


this light we ſhould conſider America with reſpect 
to us. ol 


We all know that the laſt war was undertaken ſolely 
on account of America, for the ſ-pport of which, we 
| ſuſtained a very heavy load of taxes. No murmuring or 
complaining was then heard in our ſtreets. And theſe burdens 
appeared the lighter, as amazing ſucceſs attended the 
arms of our liberal and benevolent country. The happy 
conſequence of which was, America was gaining vaſt 
and extenſive poſſeſſions, reaping every fignal advantage 
which England had procured for it at an immenſe 
expence of treaſure; and what is to be lamented, 
2 vaſt effuſion of blood. That nothing might be want- 
ing, to make them more proſperous and more happy, 
ſo exceedingly complete was the conqueſt in that part of 
the world—that there were no enemies left to diſturb 
them in their trade, or annoy them 1 in their commerce. 


rhen 


0 } 
Then every man might truly be ſaid to fit quietly 


under his vine, and the induſtrious huſbandman was 
ſure of reaping the fruits of his labour, for he ſowed 
for himſel „ and not for another. | 


There is one circumſtance with reſpect to our Ameri- 
can brethren, which deſerves our particular notice; and 
that is, the very great advantages they enjoyed in re- 
ceiving, throu gh 2s, the commodities of other coun- 
tries, when they were contented to have them in 
a legal manner. Many uſeful and neceſſary articles 
from Ruſlia, Germany, and Ireland, were convey- 
ed to them at prime coſt, being exempted from 
thoſe duties to which the people of this country 
are ſubje&t . Muſt not this conſideration excite a 
mixture of pity and aſtoniſhment ; to find perſons ſo 
highly favoured, forego ſuch great advantages, 


and plunge themſelves into difficulties and diſ- 


treſs, for purpoſes merely ideal. To obviate this 


* This information I received from a gentleman who long reſided in 
America, thoroughly underſtood every branch of its commerce, and was too 
well acquainted with the principles of its inhabitants—for he ſuffered greatly 
both in perſon and property, from the intolerance of the arbitrary Congreſs. 


C difficulty, 
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difficulty, let us, after the manner of good philoſo- 
phers, attend to the effect, in order to diſcover the 
cauſe. = | 


This method may be ſerviceable in the preſent caſe, 
as we ſhall be thereby enabled to form a juſt notion of 
the principles and motives of our deluded brethren. 


Independency * is avowed to be a favourite principle 
1 with 


Since this A was MEX tf? the tv met with a 8 intitleg, An 
Anſwer to the Declaration of the American Congreſs, wherein every point of the 
American diſpute is treated with ſuch force of argument, and preciſion of facts, 
as muſt inevitably carry with it the greateſt conviction. The writer, ſpeaking of 
the manner in which the Americans humbly l for redreſs (of 
grievances), thus ably gives us his thoughts. 


Could any doubt ariſe in the mind of any candid man, Whether FRAY, 
+ dence had or had not been all along the determined object of the leading men 
in America. He would only have to peruſe the printed proceedings: of thoſe 
<< two affemblies, which ſat under;the title of Congreſles !” 


It is farther obſerved by this very, intelligent writer, That men 1 oetition 
in earneſt for redreſs, will wait the event of their petitions, The laſt petition 
© addreſſed to the king, was drawn up in the month of Auguſt, and preſented 
« in the month of September 1775. In the ſame month of Auguſt, 
& before this petition had reached the throne, a boat belonging to the Aſia was 
'« burnt at New Vork; two ſhips were ſeized by veſſels fitted out in South Ca- 
* rolina, Before they could hear bow their petitions had been received, St. 
40 1 s was attacked, Montreal attempted, Canada invaded by Arnold, com- 

«© miſſions 
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with them, and if we are not ſufficiently con- 
vinced of the miſeries which attend the ſtates under 
that mode of government, let us turn to our own 
country, and call to mind the miſeries and confuſions 
which this kingdom ſuffered under the uſurpation of 
Oliver Cromwell“. Thus true is the obſervation of an 
eminent hiſtorian, That independency never could 
« eftabliſh a popular government; ſome firſt magi- 
i ſtrate muſt be neceſſary to keep the people from re- 
« lapſing into blood and confuſion f.“ But however juſt 
this obſervation-may be, it muſt be confeſſed, that the 
diſpute with our Colonies is a very unhappy one; and 
on the other hand, it muſt alſo be acknowledged, that 
the flame has with too much induſtry been kept alive. 


i miſſions iſſued by Waſhington to cruize on the ſhips of Great Britain, as 
<« againſt a foreign enemy. And to complete the Whole, Courts of Admirality 
appointed to try and condemn them as lawful captures,” 


This may be ſaid to be the beginning of ſorrows. 

* As there cannot be a better criterion to judge of men's principles than 
from their actions, one would be apt to imagine, that the Oliverian ſyſtem 
(if it can bear that title) was to be the platform of gorerament beyond the 
Atlantic. 

+ Hume' 8 Hiſtory of England—Commen-Iealth. 
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But whatever cauſe men of turbulent and factious ſpi- 


rits may have had to add to this flame, by ſowing the 
baneful ſeeds of diſſenſion, and by framing ſchemes to 


change the mode of government, if not entirely to ſub- 
vert it, they muſt neceſſarily imagine, that thoſe who 
think differently from them, will be as zealous to nw 
port, as they can be to deſtroy. 


A well regulated Government is an ineſtimable bleſ- 
ſing, which every true friend to this country will think 
himſelf obliged to defend. The promoters of a revo- 
lution cannot expect to gain their point without ha- 
zarding every thing that ought to be held dear; and as 


a violent oppoſition has already been demonſtrated by 


an appeal to the ſword, it is a call on thoſe who are 
of a different opinion, to adopt the. ſame means, how- 
ever contrary to the feelings of their nature. 


What muſt be the fate of a kingdom ſo divided againſt 
ſelf ?—I tremble at the thought—A feld of blood—A 
ſcene of military execution! Unleſs God would vouchſafe, 
out of his abundant kindneſs,” to pour into the hearts 
of our deluded brethren, principles of juſtice, mode- 


ration, and reaſonable obedience. 
Try | But 
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But on whom. is that unhappy country to look, as 
the authors of its miſeries ? Not on its lawful governors. 
To the meaſures already purſued, they have been com- 
pelled by neceſlity, and juſtified by the trueſt policy, 
ſelf-preſervation. | | 


Therefore, in every lamentable inſtance where the 
conſequence has been fatal or inj urious to individuals, it 
muſt, with the greateſt degree of juſtice, be placed 
to the account of the aggreſſors, who, by having given 
riſe to the cauſe, are certainly anſwerable for the 
effects, be they ever ſo tremendous. 


But ſtill, though the ſword be unhappily drawn, 


it is hoped, that, by the Divine interpoſition, the ſame 


tenderneſs which the prophet expreſſed for the Phi- 
liſtines, may yet extend its benign influence over the 
contending parties. - | | 


O thou ſword of the Lord, how long will it be &er 
thou be quiet? Put up thyſelf into thy ſcabbard, reſt, and be 


fil. 


Be fore 
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Before we diſmiſs this diſtrefsful part of the ſub- 
jeR, let one thing 'be remembered,—That what has 
been here offered, is not to be underſtood, as having 
A tendency to willen the breach already made, of 
to keep alive thoſe ſad animoſities, Which it is our 
duty more eſpecially to with, had never exiſted. It is 


matter of real concern, that there ſhould be any occa- 
ſion to mention the particulars which have marked 
theſe unhappy diſſenſions. Up 


But as I feel many reaſons to-hope for ,your candor 


and indulgence, ſo I truſt you will think with me, 


that the above obſervations could not well be avoided; 
for had we not taken into our account ſome ſketch: of 
the hiſtory of theſe unhappy times, our view would 
have been much broken, and every effort towards the 
diſcharge of this day's duty, been rendered more feeble, 
and leſs er. 


We * OTH the ſecond object of our con- 
ſideration, That it is incumbent upon us, who wiſh 


and 
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and. deſire the reſtoration of peace, to demean our- 
ſelves both in our religious and civil capacities, after 


ſo exemplary a manner, as to deſerve this diſtinguiſhed 


bleſſing. In this event all orders of men amongſt us 


are deeply intereſted, How neceſſary is it, then, for 
us to turn our thoughts upon. ourſelves, and bring 
our lives and actions to the teſtimony of God's laws, 
and examine how-conformable they have been to the 
purity and delign of * inen Religion. Fun alas! 
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round of aichpation and er- afford no o pleaſing 
idea of the influence of the Chriſtian Religion amongſt 
us. A. deſire for external ſhow and figure, hath per- 
vaded all ranks and orders of men. Expence and pro- 
priety of character, are found ay be no impediments 
in the purſuit of pleaſure; amuſement, ſeems to be 
the great, buſineſs of life. Ic i is true, indeed, that we 
have been once diſtinguiſhed as a wiſe and underſtand- 
ing people; to retain, therefore, that glorious dis. 


tinction, it is neceſſary that our moderation ſhould be 


known unto all men. For, as an exorbitant attachment 
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to luxury has proved the deſtruction of the greateſt | 
empires, it behoves us to make the beſt uſe of our 
-underſtandings, and to profit from their examples, left 
our end ſhould be like theirs. Add to this, another 
dreadful effect, which is the certain-conſequence of the 
prevalence of diſſipation ; it takes off from the mind 
that neceſſary awe and reverence which is due to the 
power and authority of God ; it makes men leſs atten- 
tive to the obligations of Chriſtian duties, and renders 
them more cold and indifferent to the great concerns 
of a future life: The authority of the Scriptures is 
even called in queſtion, if not abſolutely denied, till 
they at laſt become ſpeculative, as well as practical 
infidels. If theſe principles do in fact prevail amon g 
us—would to God that we may become wiſer, and not 
forget what belongs to our eternal ſalvation ! for, unleſs 
we diſclaim thoſe fins and offences in ſome public and 
national manner, we ſhall un happily add to the enor- 
mity of our crimes, which may ſtand i in need of more 
expiation chan we may have incenſe to offer. 


Let 


19450 J 


Let us, agreeably to the directions of this day's ſo- 


Mate humble ourſelves before God, and in our own 


perſons lament our manifold tranſgreſſions ; and, with 
yows of ſincerity, endeavour to accompliſh that amend- 
ment and reformation of life, which 1s the principal 
characteriſtic of a Chriſtian faſt. 


Having ao reminded you of the occaſion, as well 
as the object of this day 5 humiliation, it would be in- 
excuſable i in us to forget inculcating a due obedience to 
the laws and conſtitution of our country, which have 
juſtly marked its ſuperiority and diſtinction over other 
countries, leſs happy in their form of government. Let 
us demonſtrate a warm affection to the perſon of our 
King. To this we are bound by the high rank in which 
he is placed by his great example, and by his juſt and 
tender adminiſtration. of theſe important bleſſings we 
have had much expel en ence, and the longer the experience 
laſts, the more ardent c Rould our wiſhes be for their 
continuance. 


Upon the whole, it is hoped that we cannot be in 
doubt how we are to behave ourſelves under our Pre- 
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ſent afMiQtin g circumſtances. Let our firſt and pinie 
wiſh be, that, with the aſſiſtance of Almighty. God, our 


deluded brethren in America may return to their alle- 


glance, and ſeriouſly attend to the things which belong 


to their peace and welfare; that we may be one 
people, connected by the cloſeſt bonds of union, in 
the fulleſt enjoyment of the ſame civil and religious 

e eftugon of blood 
will be ſtopt, the ſword be put into the ſeabbard, 
reſt, and be Rill : and bleſſed will be the time When che 


rights. Then may we hope that the effi 


fwords ſhall be turned into plow-ſhares, and Jpears into 


pruning-hooks, 


41 


And lally, Let all who name the name of Chriſt Aua 


from iniquity, and uſe their beſt endeavours to make 


their peace with, God, . will far exceed every other 
comfort * can * enjoy as men and Chriſtians: 
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